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DONGARA–GERALDTON–NORTHAMPTON ROUTE 
Statement by Minister for Transport 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [12.07 pm]: I rise to update the house on the 
Dongara–Geraldton–Northampton route alignment, which is a project that has been considered by various state 
governments over many years. Brand Highway and North West Coastal Highway currently form the coastal freight 
route between Perth and the north west of Western Australia, linking the major population centres of Perth, Geraldton, 
Carnarvon and Karratha. As these regions continue to grow, traffic volumes will increase, with safety continuing 
to be a focus for future roads. Over the long term, we are seeking to provide a safe and efficient transport route. 
Main Roads has been undertaking a planning study to identify land suitable to accommodate a high-standard, 
free-flowing route for regional and freight traffic that minimises conflict with local traffic in Geraldton and other 
built-up areas. 
In October 2020, a draft route alignment was released for public comment and feedback for the proposal was generally 
positive, particularity to the north of Geraldton. However, it became evident that the southern section would impact 
quite a large number of properties and would potentially isolate sections of the Walkaway community. I visited 
Geraldton several times over the last 18 months, meeting with the member for Geraldton, our upper house colleague 
Hon Sandra Carr and some of those impacted community members. I am very pleased to announce today that, as 
a result of that extensive community and landowner feedback, a new corridor for the southern section between 
Mount Horner Road West and Moonyoonooka has been identified. The new proposal will see the route deviate 
eastwards around the main Walkaway town site before reconnecting with the previous alignment at Moonyoonooka, 
reducing impacts on homes and addressing access and severance concerns raised by the Walkaway community. Further 
work is still required to confirm the ultimate alignment; however, the number of dwellings south of Moonyoonooka 
within the investigation corridor has reduced significantly, from 10 to four. Main Roads will work with landowners 
in coming weeks to discuss ways to mitigate any potential impacts. 
Given the positive community feedback on the proposed corridor north of Moonyoonooka and south of Mount Horner 
Road West, no changes are planned in these areas. Planning around Moonyoonooka has also highlighted the 
potential for a traveller centre or road train assembly area, presenting an opportunity to recognise local history and 
Moonyoonooka’s role as a community hub. The alignment selection study aims to identify a 500-metre route corridor 
to accommodate a 100-metre-wide road reservation that will be defined as part of future planning. Once a final 
preferred corridor has been approved by the state government, Main Roads will include the route in strategic statutory 
planning documentation to provide landowners with greater certainty. Construction of this future route is subject 
to funding, although the section north of Geraldton is considered a priority. Construction of the southern section 
between Dongara and Geraldton is not expected until at least 2035. This time frame has been provided to give 
landowners certainty in the medium term. The Dongara–Geraldton–Northampton route has been talked about for 
many years and I am pleased the McGowan government is getting on with the job of planning for this important 
piece of future infrastructure. This new route will give more clarity and confidence to the local community and 
landowners moving forward. 
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